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IT’S FOR YOU 


A glance at the program of the 
State Library meeting in Council 
Bluffs October 20-22 will show that 
you need to be there. There is some- 
thing for everybody and no librarian 
or trustee can afford to miss the 
meeting. 


Make plans now to be there for 
as many of the meetings as possible. 
The Association needs you and you 
can’t afford to pass up this opportun- 
ity to get the education, stimulaticn 
and enjoyment that such a gather- 
ing brings. 


IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


62nd Annual Meeting 
October 20-21-22, 1955 


Hotel Chieftain 
Council Bluffs, lowa 
PROGRAM 
Oivind Hovde, President, Presiding 
Thursday, October 20 
9:00 A.M. Registration : _. Desk in lobby 
I ig aca In lobby and on Mezzanine floor 
10:00 A.M. First General Session Ball Room, Mezzanine 
Welcome to Council Bluffs _ Hon, William P. Knox, Mayor 
Welcome to Council Bluffs Public ‘Library. _............. Robert W. Turner, 
President of Council Bluffs Board of Trustees 
Er Eee _...Frank Milligan, President-elect ILA 
Introduction of Exhibitors... Mrs. Bert Phelan, Exhibits Chairman 
Business Meeting 
David H. Clift, Executive Secretary, ALA 
Report on Management Survey 
12:30 P.M. Section Luncheons 
Catalog Section—Mrs. Edna Beems, Cedar Rapids, Chairman—Corn 
Room, Mezzanine 
Extension Committee and all people interested in Extension Work— 
Dorothy Naughton, Acting Chairman, Sioux City—Pioneer Room, 
Mezzanine 
Hospital Libraries Section—Rose Lyons, Sioux City, Acting Chairman— 
Beaux Arts Room, Mezzanine 
Trustees Section—Mrs. . Harris, Jefferson, Chairman—Terrace 
Room, Main Floor 
3:00 P.M. Second General Session __Ball Room, Mezzanine 
Frank Milligan, President- elect, presiding 
Speaker—Kermit Hansen, Omaha 
“Help! For Me—For You” 
6:30 P.M. Trustees Chuck Wagon Dinner - _.Ball Room, Mezzanine 
Mrs. O. W. Harris, Chairman, presiding 
Speaker—Hew Roberts, Prof. of Education, State University of Iowa 
“The Library as Teacher and Recreator” 
Trustee Award 
9:00 P.M. Reception and Open House at the Council Bluffs Library 
Host—Council Bluffs Library Board and Staff 
Square dance exhibition by Ralph Frazier and dancers 
Friday, October 21 
10:00 A.M. Third General Session : Ball Room 
Oivind Hovde, President, presiding 
Panel—“Iowa and the Library Services Bill” 
Betty Hage, Chairman, Scott County 
Robert Orr, Iowa State College 
Lauretta McCusker, Iowa State Teachers College 
Blanche A. Smith, State Traveling Library 
David H. Clift, American Library Association 
12:15 P.M. “Stump the Experts” Luncheon : Ball Room 


Moderator—Don Rod, Cedar Falls 
Adult Education and Extension—Dorothy Naughton, Sioux City 
Audio-Visual—Harold Goldstein, Davenport 
Cataloging—Vivian Peterson, Luther College 
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Children and Young People—Mary Elizabeth Ledlie, Des Moines 
City Libraries—Dan Williams, Des Moines 

College Libraries—Grant Hanson, Iowa State College 

County Libraries—Betty Hage, Scott County 

Remodelling—J. Archer Eggen, Cedar Rapids 

School Libraries—Zereda Van Deusen, Cedar Rapids 
Trustees—Jonathan B. Richards, Red Oak 


2:30 P.M. Tours 

3:00 P.M. College and Reference Section ; Corn Room 
Elizabeth Windsor, Iowa State College, Chairman 

3 P.M. Workshop on Films and Records—Harold Goldstein, Davenport-—Com- 


mittee Room, Public Library 
Speaker, Earl A. Roadman, President Morningside College 
5:30-7:00 P.M. Pre-panquet Get-Together Courtesy of Remington Rand—-Terrace 
Room, Main Floor 


7:00 P.M. Iowa Library Association Banquet __ Ball Room 
Speaker—Henry Steele Commager, Professor of History, Columbia Uni- 
versity 


“The Library and the Community of Learning” 
Introduction of ILA officers for 1956 
Saturday, October 22 
9:30 A.M. Coffee Hour _..Terrace Room, Main Floor 
Hostesses—Catherine Seitz, Dubuque; Lucy Miller, Council Bluffs 
10:30 A.M. General Session 
Children and Young People’s Section 
Catherine Seitz, Dubuque County Library, presiding 
Speaker—Marion Marsh Brown, Author, Omaha, Nebraska 
12:00 P.M. Final business meeting and adjournment 
Oivind Hovde, presiding 


IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


1954-1955 
Executive Board 
President _ Oivind M. Hovde, Luther College Library, Decorah 
Vice-President, President-Elect. Frank Milligan, Trustee, Jefferson 
Secretary Mildred Smock, Free Public Library, Council Bluffs 
Treasurer. ‘cite _.......... Jack E. Tillson, High School Library, Boone 
ALA Counselor. __Florence Butler, Public Library, Sioux City 


Members—Blanche A. Smith, ‘State Traveling Library, Des Moines 
Betty Hage, Scott County Library, Eldridge 
Mrs. Ellis Newsome, University Libraries, Iowa City 
J. Archer Eggen, Public Library, Cedar Rapids 
Blanche Maytag, Public Library, Newton 


ALA Co-ordinator 
Grant Hanson, Iowa State College Library, Ames 


Section Chairmen 


Catalog _ _.Mrs. Edna Beems, Public Library, Cedar Rapids 
Children & Young People Catherine Seitz, Dubuque County Library, Dubuque 
College & Reference. Elizabeth Windsor, Iowa State College Library, Ames 
Hospital Libraries. Rose Lyons, Sioux City 
Ta... ; we ae _Mrs. O. W. Harris, Jefferson 
Committee Chairmen 
CS * a Angela Collins, Public Library, Fort Dodge 
Catalyst Editor. Margaret E. Davidson, Kendall Young Library, Webster City 
Certification...__________.. _.Blanche A. Smith, State Traveling Library, Des Moines 
Extension__. oa ‘ae Gardner, Public Library, Mason City 
Intellectual Freedom... Edgar Glick, Public Library, Des Moines 
Iowa Library Sera... _._ Betty Hage, Scott County Library, Eldridge 
Legislative....___________. secre ceaet _.Dan Williams, Public Library, Des Moines 
Membership 2 Irene Slevken, Public Library, Dubuque 
Nominating. ____. _... Opal Tanner, Public Library, Muscatine 
Plaque Award Eleanor Jones, Public Library, Sioux City 
Publicity. wi Forest Hagan, Masonic Library, Cedar Rapids 
Recruitment Dale M. Bentz, University Libraries, Iowa City 
Reference Books Blanche A. Smith, State Traveling Library, Des Moines 
Local Committee 
General Chairman __. aecee Germaine Krettek 
Exhibits _. siicieplibidesdmanistoitae = _Mrs. Bert Phelan, Mr. D. B. Stoufer 
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Hospitality & Decorations Robert W. Turner, Elizabeth Douglass, 
Dorothy Thornton 


Registration & Tickets.__.___________._____. Mildred Smock, Mrs. Raymond Jones, 
Mrs. Opal Jennings 

Publicity_____ vabedaame _.... Elsa Lundgren, Raymond Smith, J. V. Treynor, M.D. 
Meals and Meeting Rooms _______. ers Mrs. J. E. Cole, Ardis Hansen, Lucy Miller 
Library Reception... Mrs. Harry Voss, Mrs. Ruth Plummer, Mrs. Harriett Holmes 
Transportation and Tours T. D. Fitzsimmons, McMicken Hanchett, M.D., 
Mrs. Richard Phillips 

Local Information _. __._.__. ica Ra N. T. Sontag, Lucille Dempewolf 





KNOW-YOUR-LIBRARY MONTH 


Public librarians and Women’s Clubs will be working together again 
this year to highlight and improve the services of the library. This will 
be in observance of the Know and Grow program of the Libraries Division, 
Education Department, General Federation of Women’s Clubs. Mrs. Robert 
F. Herrig, Libby, Montana (a county librarian), is the chairman of the 
GFWC Libraries Division. The total Know and Grow program is divided 
into three sections: (1) Know and Grow through Personal and Club Use 
of Libraries, (2) Know Your Library and Help it Grow and (3) Know 
How to Get a Good Library if You Have None. The American Library 
Association is cooperating in this program. 

November has been designated Know Your Library Month. Club women 
are being urged to visit public libraries during this month to get to know 
them better and to help them grow. These visits should be planned care- 
fully by librarians and library trustees in order to acquaint the visitors 
with the conditions, services, problems and plans of the library. 

Here are a few suggestions, all or a part of which may be helpful. 


1. Discuss the plans with Library Board of Trustees. 

2. Contact the president of the local GFWC club and the chairman of 
the committee on libraries and make known your willingness to co- 
operate fully in the GFWC Know and Grow program. 

3. Explore with the president and/or the library chairman the possibili- 
ties of functions to bring club women to the library. This could be a 
weekly open house during the month; a single Open House occasion; 
a banquet with city officials; a tea or some kind of social occasion 
where the library trustees would be hosts and the club women guests. 

4. Prepare exhibits: 

(a) show how the library through its local resources, inter-library 
loan, and loans from the state library helps club women pre- 
pare for their study programs. 

(b) display resources and services of the library directly related 
to the various projects being undertaken in the current pro- 
gram of the local club. 

(c) demonstrate how the library acts as a clearing house of infor- 
mation on community events and activities. 

(d) show what portion of the tax dollar goes to the public library. 

(e) show how your local library and the libraries of the state fit 
into the national library picture, indicating areas with no serv- 
ice or inadequate library service. 

(f) ask the state library agency to furnish a special informational 
exhibit on the state’s plan for developing better libraries; or 
some other exhibit of special interest. 

5. Arrange joint radio and TV programs with top club women sharing 
with the community, through discussion, the information on how the 
library functions to serve the entire community. 
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6. Plan a film showing for the visitors using one of several educational 
films about books, reading and libraries. Ask your state librarian to 


recommend a film. 


7. Issue newspaper releases publicizing the activities of the Know-Your- 


Library Month. 


8. Be prepared, at all times, to answer basic questions about your library 
regarding extent of its use, financial support, book selection policy, 


plans for the future, etc. 


9. Prepare a give-away piece for visitors, i.e., a book mark, a book list, 
an information sheet or the last annual report of the library. 


10. Be informed, alert and friendly! 





STATE TRAVELING LIBRARY 
BOARD 


Dwight A. Erickson 
Indianola, Iowa 
Born in Marathon, Iowa 
A.B.—Iowa State Teachers College. 
M.A.—State University of Iowa. 
Profession—Teaching, 
Warren County Superintendent of 
Schools. 
Married and has two daughters. 
Mrs. O. W. Harris 
Jefferson, Iowa 
Born and raised in Decorah, Iowa. 
Attended University of Minnesota. 
A.B.—Luther College. 
A.B.L.S.—University of Michigan. 
Was reference librarian at Luther Col- 
lege from 1942 to 1948. 
Has one son and six stepchildren. 
Member of Jefferson Library Board. 
Elected temporary secretary of the State 
Traveling Library Board. 
Mrs. Lewis Rathje 
Route 3, Clinton, Iowa 
Born in Iowa, 
Educated in Los Angeles and Elvira 
Consolidated School, Clinton Coun- 


ty. 

Has three children, two sons and one 
daughter. 

Active in Farm Bureau Work. Vice- 
chairman of Clinton County Wo- 
mens Committee and a member of 
the county legislative committee. 

Russell Schaal 
Belmond, Iowa 

Born in Polk County. 

Raised in Dallas County. 

Graduated from Simpson College. 

Attended Harvard Graduate School of 
Business Administration in Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

Federal Licensed Grain Inspector. 

Trustee Belmond Public Library. 

Married—has one daughter and one son. 

Elected temporary chairman of the State 
Traveling Library Board. 

Mrs. A. S. Wendel 
The Evergreens, Bronson, Iowa 

Born in Sioux City. 

A.B.—University of Wisconsin. 

Taught three years in Central High 


School, Sioux City. 

1910 married Alvern S, Wendel 

Has four children and ten grandchildren. 

Helped organize Woodbury Farm Bu- 
reau. 

Master Farm Homemaker 1930. 

Original member of Woodbury County 
Library Board. 

Catholic. 

Member Sioux City Womens Club, 
AAUW, Catholic Womens League, 
Gamma Phi Beta. 





TRUSTEES AT ALA 


Library trustees took forthright 
action—generally expected to revi- 
talize their activities— when they 
adopted a new set of by-laws on 
July 7, 1955, during the 74th Annual 
Conference of the American Library 
Association in Philadelphia. 


They changed the name of the 
Trustees Section of the ALA Public 
Libraries Division to: the American 
Association of Library Trustees, and 
set forth the purposes of the new 
organization as: 

1. To study and encourage the de- 
velopment of libraries and library 
service in the United States and 
Canada. 

2. To study the library programs 
of the several states and Canada and 
to disseminate the information gain- 
ed from such study; and to strength- 
en state trustee organizations. 

The new Association remains a 
Section of PLD. 

The by-laws call for a National 
Assembly of Library Trustees which 
“shall be a consultative body to this 
association which shall consist of 
persons delegated by each state 
trustees organization to represent it 
in this association.” Provision is 
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made for delegates to be selected 
from citizens organizations whose 
purposes are similar to the Associ- 
ation’s purposes, in states where no 
library trustees organizations exist. 

President of the AALT is Frank T. 
Milligan, lumber and grain mer- 
chant who is President of the Jeffer- 
son, Iowa, Public Library Board of 
Trustees and President-elect of the 
Iowa Library Association. He an- 
nounced the following four-point 
program for the coming year: 

1. Establishment of the National 
Assembly of Library Trustees. A 
Credentials Committee, whose 
chairman is Mrs. George Rodney 
Wallace, Fitchburg, Mass., President 
of the Massachusetts Library Trus- 
tees Association, is working up the 
requirements for Assembly mem- 
bership. 

2. Adoption of a five-year program 
for long-range activities to imple- 
ment the Association’s purposes. A 
Planning Committee, chaired by 
Mrs. J. Henry Mohr, member of the 
San Francisco Public Library Board, 
is developing this program. 

3. Promotion of the Home-Study 
course, How to Be a Good Library 
Board Member, and the recently- 
published book, A Handbook for Li- 
brary Trustees, by Mrs. Gerald Win- 
ser. 

4. Development of a vital program 
for trustees attending the 75th An- 
nual Conference of ALA in Miami 
Beach in June, 1956. 

As soon as the Credentials Com- 
mittee completes its work, Mr. Mil- 
ligan said, state trustee organiza- 
tions and citizens groups in all states 
will be advised so that selection of 
delegates to the Assembly may pro- 
ceed. 





HOME STUDY COURSE 


An unusual opportunity for pub- 
lic library trustees to learn more 
about their responsibilities and 
functions is made possible for the 
first time by a practical Home-Study 
course co-sponsored by the Ameri- 
can Library Association and the 
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University of Chicago. 

The American Association of Li- 
brary Trustees, a section of the ALA 
Public Libraries Division, is pro- 
moting the course, “How to Be a 
Good Library Board Member,” 
among its members and also urging 
librarians to bring the opportunity 
to the attention of library board 
members throughout the country. 

The AALT President, Frank T. 
Milligan, of Jefferson, Iowa, in a 
communication to presidents of 
State Library Trustees Organiza- 
tions, said: 

“... the greater responsibility for 
improving library trusteeship lies 
with us, the trustees. I hope you will 
use every means you have to spread 
the news of this opportunity to im- 
prove our work as library board 
members. Of the approximately 
6,000 library boards in the United 
States, at least 1,000 should be 
studying this winter, and at least 
500 individuals should enroll for this 
course.” 

The course was prepared by Helen 
Ridgway, who, as Course Adviser, 
enters into “conversation-by-mail” 
with those who enroll. Miss Ridg- 
way, formerly ALA Public Library 
Specialist, is presently Chief, Bu- 
reau of Library Services, Connecti- 
cut State Department of Education. 

Full information on the course 
may be obtained from Miss S. Janice 
Kee, Executive Secretary of the 
ALA Public Libraries Division, 50 
East Huron Street, Chicago 11, Illi- 
nois. 





FREE FOR TRANSPORTATION 


The following are available to 
any library wishing to pay trans- 
portation costs: 

Stars and Stripes. Southern Ger- 
many Edition. Vol 1 nos 1-173 
(bound in three covers) 

Trail, H. D. & Mann, J. S. eds 
Social England. 1909. (6 vol. 12 
sections ) 

Write to Betty Jo Buckingham, 

Fort Madison Senior High School, 
Fort Madison, Iowa. 








LIBRARIES IN THE LIFE OF THE NATION* 
By John S. Richards 


Libraries in the life of the Nation. This theme has been well developed 
during the week by distinguished laymen. In the few minutes at my dis- 
posal this evening it seems appropriate to add a librarian’s interpretation: 
a kind of book-worm’s eye view, as it were. In any consideration of the im- 
pact made by libraries on the national scene we must take into account 
the brief history of the American Public Library as a part of the govern- 
mental structure. We have only recently celebrated the centenary of the 
first tax supported public library and it is only in the last fifty years that 
we have through organization and sustained effort undertaken to see that 
every American has access to good books from his tax dollar. 

The American Public Library, in the beginning, was largely a municipal 
concern and it was not until the turn of the century that library organiza- 
tion began at the state level. The first State Library Association was organ- 
ized in New York State in 1900 and by 1905 state associations were active 
in twenty-eight states. 

In 1909 the first regional library association was organized—The Pacific 
Northwest Library Association—which included the states of Washington, 
Oregon, Idaho, Montana and the Canadian Province of British Columbia. 
For PNLA is unique in being an international association. Many of the 
annual conferences have been held in British Columbia and ten Canadians 
have served the Association as President. In 1909 the Pacific Northwest was 
sparsely settled and geographically remote from other centers. It was, 
however, a natural planning area and librarians of the region foresaw the 
need for close cooperation and the pooling of resources. 

The second regional association was organized in 1920 when the South- 
eastern Library Association combined nine states in the southeastern cor- 
ner of the nation. The SELA faced many of the same problems as PNLA 
and has in the past 35 years become a strong association with a stirring 
platform for action with much progress having been made. The South- 
western Association followed in 1922 bringing together six states and in 
1948 the Mountain-Plains Library Association organized in seven states: 
Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming. 

Mention shou!d also be made here of the New England Library Associ- 
ation organized in 1938 with six New England States which include our 
o!dest libraries and some of our best library coverage. Even though New 
England does not have library problems in kind and number similar to 
the Pacific Northwest or the Atlantic Southeast, we can understand why 
this region should find it rewarding to meet together. And then there is 
one other clue to the purpose of this Association in the stipulation that 
“Meetings may be held diennially or in any year when, in the opinion of 
the conference or the Executive Board, the annual conference of ALA 
shall be held at a point too distant to attract a considerable attendance 
from New England.” To some of us from the hinterland this appears to be 
a rationalization of the generally accepted fact that it is much further from 
Boston to Seattle, than from Seattle to Boston. 

By and large the regional associations have responded to the need for 
regional planning to raise standards in areas where libraries have been 
few and poorly supported. In 1938 Dr. Louis R. Wilson, in his Geography 
of Reading, compared the library resources of the country in six areas: 
Northeast, Northwest, Mid-west, Southeast and Far West. In almost every 
instance the three areas, which approximate the territory of the three 

* Inaugural address of John S. Richards, Librar'an, Seattle ‘Wash.) Public Library, President of the 
American Library Association, at the 74th Arnual Conference in Philadelphia (July 3 to 9). 
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regional associations—the Southeast, Southwest and Mountain-Plains Asso- 
ciations—were found to be low in such standards as volumes per capita, 
per capita expenditures, per capita circulation, per cent of population reg- 
istered as borrowers, etc. The only reason the Pacific Northwest did not 
appear in this class was because it was included in the Far West with our 
populous and wealthy neighboring state California. Our regional associa- 
tions, very early then, realized the need for a concerted attack on a re- 
gional basis and have been working very hard to increase library coverage 
and raise standards. That they are yet far from reaching desired goals is 
not entirely their fault. 

Next to development of the State and regional library associations per- 
haps the most important single event to bring libraries to the attention of 
the people was the war service of ALA during World War I. In 1917 the 
war and navy departments, through the Commission on Training Camp 
Activities, asked ALA to provide reading material for the men in training 
camps and on ship board. The Association went quickly into action with 
the slogan “A million dollars for a million books for a million men.” By 
1919 six million dollars had been expended on books and library service 
and seven million volumes had been placed in war service libraries or dis- 
tributed directly to army and navy personnel. It was a magnificent co- 
operative venture with many ALA members active in the work. ALA war 
service of the first world war opened doors to the profession never again 
to be closed. Service men who learned to use books in army camps carried 
this skill over into civilian life and did something about libraries when 
they returned home—and librarians never again could return to a nega- 
tive philosophy of librarianship too often ascribed to the profession. 

My 1920, the year I joined ALA, this ferment generated by the war effort 
had developed the so called ALA Enlarged Program, a many sided activity 
program which included library extension (only forty per cent of Ameri- 
can people had direct access to libraries at this time); Federal aid for li- 
braries; adult self education; institutional libraries for hospitals and pris- 
ons; service to the foreign born; special material and service for blind 
readers and modern publicity methods. Some of these projects are still 
unfinished business but I would remind you that in thirty-five years we 
have increased our coverage from forty per cent of our population to ap- 
proximately eighty per cent. True, this coverage included then, as it does 
now, many small libraries giving sub-standard service, but the library idea 
has grown and we have learned that once people have provided themselves 
with libraries, they desire to improve this service. 

In the decade from 1925 to 1935 ALA received a substantial endowment 
from the Carnegie Corporation and income from this endowment freed the 
Association from dependence on membership dues alone, making possible 
a more diversified program. It might be said that this endowment gave the 
Association prestige and standing in the fellowship of learned societies and 
professional organizations and improved the individual library’s oppor- 
tunities for service since it enlarged the Association’s outlook through the 
stimulation that comes through closer cooperation with other organizations 
working in comparable fields. 

The Association’s interest and activity in the field of adult education 
was accelerated in 1924 when the ALA executive board appointed a Com- 
mission on the Library and Adult Education with Judson T. Jennings, Li- 
brarian of the Seattle Public Library, as chairman. This commission 
studied the adult education movement and the work of libraries for adults. 
The work of this Commission was made possible by funds from the Car- 
negie Corporation and the report published by ALA in 1926 was entitled 
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Libraries and Adult Education. One of the important results of the Com- 
mission’s work was the organization of the Adult Education Board created 
by Council in 1926 with the stated function of continuing the studies and 
investigations inaugurated by the Commission. This Board has been a con- 
tinuing source of information and stimulation for library adult education 
for the past 30 years. 

We are all aware of the rapid growth of ALA and the organizational 
problems which have developed as a result. We have survived the rigors 
of four ALA Activity Commmittees and we have recently submitted our- 
selves to the searching analysis of an outside firm of management experts. 
Through it all the Association has maintained its equanimity and has 
grown in stature and prestige. 

The development of old sections into strong divisions, within the frame- 
work of ALA, has produced growing pains but it has assisted materially 
in advancing the over-all program of libraries and by providing for speciali- 
zation within the Association has produced a maturing professionalism. Let 
us hope that this maturing process has progressed to the point where we 
can quickly solve our organizational problems and then turn the combined 
force of a strong centralized ALA to the important task of serving the 
American people. 

There are some recent achievements by the profession which may be 
considered bench marks measuring the rising tide of our influence. First, 
I would mention A National Plan for Public Library Service. This blue- 
print, prepared in 1948 for the Committee on Postwar Planning by Carle- 
ton Joeckel and Amy Winslow, provided for a nation-wide minimum stan- 
dard of service and support below which no library should fall. By clearly 
defining and outlining the concept of larger area service, which would re- 
duce seventy-five hundred separate public libraries to twelve hundred 
larger more effective units, the profession became aware, for the first time, 
of the challenge of cooperation which faced all libraries large and small. 
The National Plan has already had a profound effect on library develop- 
ment and probably there is no state in the union but what has been in- 
fluenced by it. 

Another publication which must be bracketed with the National Plan 
is, of course, the Public Library Inquiry—that monumental study made 
under the auspices of the Social Science Research Council with funds from 
the Carnegie Corporation. This inquiry is unique in that it is the only full- 
scale profile of the American Public Library and the first study of the 
library to be made by Sociologists. The National Plan and Public Library 
Inquiry together have given us a clearer picture of library problems and 
library potentialities and have had much to do with the increased interest 
in local library development. In almost every state we have had state 
surveys and development committees working toward state plans. If the 
Library Services Bill should become law we are in excellent shape to take 
advantage of its help, because of a new awareness in each state of the 
library potential. 

Perhaps some of us have forgotten that it is just ten years since the li- 
brarians in the United States conducted a drive for funds to establish the 
Washington office. Upwards of $100,000 was collected, mostly out of our 
own pockets, and the Washington Office came into being just ten years ago 
this October. Inauguration of the Washington Office marked a long step 
ahead for libraries in their participation in national affairs. While the office 
exists primarily to advance and protect the interest of libraries and the 
people who use libraries, it is equally important as a listening post in our 
great national legislative arena. 
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At the hearing on the Library Services Bill in May, before the Sub- 
committee of the House Education and Labor Committee, it was hearten- 
ing to hear the parade of lay witnesses eloquently and forcefully speak of 
their faith in libraries—a newspaper editor from Texas, a physician from 
North Carolina, a clergyman from Michigan, a businessman from Indiana, 
an attorney from New York, and club women and homemakers from 
Kansas, Kentucky and Arkansas. These are citizens of standing in their 
own communities who have given long years of service to libraries—un- 
paid service as trustees and friends of libraries, and they spoke with a 
sincerity and vigor which visibly impressed congressional committee mem- 
bers. Here was mobilization of lay sentiment for libraries from all over 
the country made possible by the ALA Washington Office. And who could 
have foreseen ten years ago that fifteen senators and twenty-seven repre- 
sentatives would be crowding forward to endorse the Library Services Bill 
in the 84th Congress. One librarian who attended the hearings was heard 
to remark: “The Washington Office alone is worth our whole ALA dues.” 

Another recent bench mark in the library’s increasing influence, and 
certainly one of the most important, is the Freedom to Read Statement 
prepared by the American Library Association and the American Book 
Publishers Council and adopted by ALA at the Los Angeles conference 
in 1953. 

In this Freedom to Read Statement we have more than an attack on 
cenzorship and anti-intellectualism. Librarianship has in this document 
proclaimed its faith in books and libraries as essential in maintaining a 
free society. Librarians are forthrightly pointing out that libraries are 
dynamic in today’s world and take their place as a kind of cap-stone in the 
communication system. 

The Freedom to Read Statement and ALA have recently been criticized 
because of alleged participation in undercover censorship. The burden of 
this criticism is that liberal institutions, which now include ALA, are in 
league to keep important information from the public. 

The only reason for referring here to this criticism of ALA is to make 
crystal clear the library’s philosophy as expressed in the Freedom to Read 
Statement. You will remember that the first proposition reads: “It is in 
the public interest for publishers and librarians to make available the 
widest diversity of views and expressions, including those which are un- 
orthodox or unpopular with the majority.” If we take this proposition liter- 
ally, and I believe we must, we will be careful to make available examples 
of both extremes of conservative and radical thought. Only in this way 
can we provide free communication so necessary in the preservation of a 
free society. Free enterprise in ideas and expression still is good American- 
ism. 

Criticism of libraries for censorship will usually come from those people 
who are not prepared to go all the way in supporting this concept of free 
enterprise in ideas. They are the ones who assume that because the library 
includes the point of view they abhor then, of course, and for that reason, 
the library will discriminate against and withhold the opposite position 
which they uphold. When a Seattleite says to me, of course you don’t have 
so and so in the library, mentioning a title which represents an extreme 
point of view at either edge of the political spectrum, I know that he re- 
a the fact that the library also includes material at the opposite ex- 
reme. 

This is a challenge which we librarians must accept and meet. In this 
current war of ideas we must demonstrate our faith in democracy by pro- 
viding for every American access to the varying points of view which to- 
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gether produce the clash of opinion resounding all about us. Only by such 
access can our citizens prepare themselves for the democratic process. 

It is important for librarians to realize that the threat of censorship is 
still abroad in the land and may be with us for years to come. Perhaps 
we must get used to living with these pressures as we do with high taxes. 
Individuals and groups still claim the right to determine what books shall 
be included in the library and what our patrons shall read. 

Just recently a very inclusive list of authors came to hand headed by 
the caption “What to look for in the library of your school.” This list, of 
supposedly dangerous material, would exclude many titles which are 
classics and which no library could get along without. Several of the listed 
authors have honored this Association by speaking at our general sessions. 
This assault on our cultural heritage must be recognized for the gangster- 
ism that it is and must be combated whenever and wherever met. It is 
good to know that the ALA Intellectual Freedom Committee continues ac- 
tively on the job. 

Adult education in libraries has now been in progress and under discus- 
sion by this Association for thirty years and there is still a considerable 
difference of opinion among librarians as to the type of program suitable 
for libraries. I should like to suggest tonight that the Freedom to Read 
Statement represents library adult education at its best. 

The New York Times, in a lead editorial on Saturday, June 27, 1953, had 
this to say about the statement: “The librarians at Los Angeles produced 
and accepted in their manifesto a document that seems today to belong, 
civilian and unofficial though it is, with America’s outstanding state papers. 
It belongs there because of the nobility and courage of its expression, be- 
cause it rests on experience, because it grew out of knowledge—not out of 
emotion, because it came from individuals who have found out day by 
day ... what the thinking people of this country really want.” 

The Freedom to Read Statement then, if it did not solve, did much to 
illuminate one of the major problems of our time. Should library adult 
education, perhaps, be based on this heightened awareness of the prob- 
lems that men and women face today; an awareness so penetrating that 
the library is prepared to bring just the right combination of its talents 
and resources to bear on these problems. 

As librarians we know that many people, some well schooled, are not at 
home in the world of print, and so are often outside the influence of the 
library. Is this due in part to our unyielding dependence on printed 
sources? Books are of value for their ideas and for the inspiration they 
can kindle in the minds of men. The day is long past, however, when the 
public library can be content to serve only the more literate group in any 
community. The problems facing our people are too serious and too press- 
ing for us to ignore this great mass of humanity which seldom darkens our 

oors. 

The Library’s concern with adult education may, in time, develop new 
techniques and active participation with a wide circle of agencies which 
will make possible contact with many kinds of people not at present 
attracted to the library. Our use of film has been a step in this direction, 
as have discussion programs such as Great Books and the American Heri- 
tage. The recent experimentation made possible by grants from the Fund 
for Adult Education is, we can hope, expanding our frontiers of knowledge 
about how to reach many more people. Educational television and radio 
can be of great assistance. Our problem is to get the leven of books 
working in the lives of people. If this cannot always come through direct 
contact with printed sources, it is still within the province of the library 
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to work in many ways and to cooperate with many agencies to expose our 
citizens to the ideas and inspiration stored away in our libraries. Librarian- 
ship has always had its share of missionary zeal and the true missionary 
has never lacked ingenuity and imagination when it comes to converting 


the heathen. 

This Association and the library profession have come a long way in the 
last fifty years and today represent a considerable force in the nation and 
in the individual communities in which we are privileged to serve. We 
are, of course, conscious of the unfinished job ahead: the approximately 
twenty-seven million Americans without library service, and the other 
millions with poor service. I should like tonight to stress the need for ALA 
to bring its total strength to bear on this problem. We have hopes for the 
Library Services Bill which, if enacted into law, can do much to assist un- 
served rural areas to develop their own library resources. It is well to 
remind ourselves, however, that ALA is committed to the concept of this 
legislation as merely an aid which will enabie the states and local com- 
munities to finance good library service for themselves, which they must 
be encouraged to do at the earliest possible date. In other words ALA and 
the library profession, in asking for this limited Federal aid, have not ab- 
dicated their basic responsibility for carrying through the job on the 


local level. 

With this official position in mind let us return to the regional associa- 
tions for a moment. I have referred to Dr. Wilson’s Geography of Reading 
of 1938. Let us look at some figures for 1953, the most recent available. 
These four regional associations, the Pacific Northwest, the Southeastern, 
the Southwestern and the Mountain-Plains, together include twenty-six 
of our forty-eight states and approximately one fourth of the total ALA 
membership. Despite their hard work and regional planning, twenty of 
these twenty-six states are today at the very bottom of the list in operating 
expenditures per capita for local public library support. The range in these 
twenty states is from twenty-six cents per capita to sixty-five cents per 
capita. Sixteen of the twenty-six are in the lower half of all the states in 
per cent of total population having local public library service. These 
range from fifty-nine per cent to twenty-two per cent of the population 
without such service. It would seem clear, then, that in these twenty-six 
states which are so well aware of their problems that they have joined 
into regional groups to help themselves, we have stubborn conditions 
working against the development of libraries which must have our com- 
bined attention. At least three of these regional associations have recently 
been seeking foundation grants which will enable them to study the con- 
ditions underlying this failure. As the concept of larger area service has 
come to the fore, the regional association has recognized the necessity of 
planning on a regional level. 

Within the last three months announcement has been made of a grant 
from the Ford Foundation to the Pacific Northwest Library Association 
to carry on such a project. PNLA plans call for a complete regional survey 
of economic, geographic, political, human and international factors affect- 
ing library service and development in Pacific Northwest. This plan is all 
inclusive and will embrace college, public and school libraries. Whether 
or not the Library Services Bill becomes law, the librarians in the Pacific 
Northwest together with their citizens and local governments are going 
to be better informed of library potentialities and library needs as a re- 
sult of this survey; and in a better position to underwrite their own pro- 
grams. 

Should not ALA throw its corporate weight back of similar grants for 
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the other three regional associations? In these twenty-six states is a large 
proportion of our unserved areas and our undernourished libraries. If ALA 
and the regional associations together could in partnership secure grants 
which would finance searching studies of the conditions within each region 
now holding back library development, we would have armed ourselves 
with detailed knowledge of the obstacles now standing in our way. With 
this self knowledge we would be in a better position to get support for 
libraries at the local level. Parenthetically, these regional surveys might 
well be a powerful stimulus in favor of the passage of the Library Services 
Bill, since they would greatly increase the local awareness of the library 
potential. It is my hope that the prestige and support of ALA as a national 
organization may be available to the regional associations in their efforts 
to gain such grants. 

As we face the new association year just ahead, I am conscious of the 
heavy responsibility you have placed on my shoulders as President of this 
great organization. I can but pledge to you best efforts to carry on the fine 
work of those who have preceded me in the office. This is a stirring time 
to be serving ALA in any capacity. A renewed feeling of confidence per- 
vades the profession and a new awareness of the importance of libraries is 
abroad in the land. Librarians welcome the assistance of the American 
Book Committee, a society of citizens devoted to the use of books, with the 
stated purpose: “To keep books free, make them widely available, and 
encourage people to read them.” All of this should give us courage and in- 
centive to redouble our efforts to increase the use and usefulness of books 
through improving and extending library service. We can take pride and 
satisfaction in the progress we have made, but there must be no slacking 
of effort, lest we lose the momentum we have gained in our work for libra- 
ries. 

I would appeal to you to-night as individuals, whether librarians or 
friends of libraries, to recognize the destiny that can lie ahead of us. If 
ALA is in a healthy condition today, it is in direct relation to the devoted 
work of many individuals on many levels and in many activities of Associ- 
ation effort. By the same token the Association can become more effective 
and more dynamic as we collect new recruits and provide for increased 
participation of our membership. The success of the ALA program and 
effective service to our individual libraries rest squarely on all twenty- 
one thousand of us, as representatives of a library ideal. 

Next year we are facing an exciting experience in our first southern 
conference since 1936. Twenty years have been too long a time! If the 
south needs an ALA conference, we from the east and the north and the 
west need even more to rediscover this great part of our country. You will 
find library history being made in the south and you will meet some of 
our most dynamic leadership as you attend the conference next year. And 
so, may I express the sincere wish that I shall see all of you at Miami 
Beach next June. 





LET’S READ MORE 
Book Week 
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PERSONALS 


Mary Marjorie Condon, a mem- 
ber of the Des Moines Public Li- 
brary staff, and John A. Curtin of 
Algoma, Washington, were married 
September 25 in Des Moines. They 
will live in Algona. 

J. Archer Eggen, librarian of the 
Cedar Rapids Public Library, ap- 
peared on the program of the archi- 
tectural committee at the Philadel- 
phia convention and told the steps 
taken in the remodeling of the Ce- 
dar Rapids library. He showed slides 
in color in which the “before and 
after” contrasts were pointed out. 

Mrs. Dilla MacBean, who recently 
retired as Director of Libraries for 
the Chicago Board of Education, has 
been appointed Library Consultant 
for Spencer Press. She is presently 
serving as president of the Ameri- 
can Association of School Librari- 
ans. Spencer Press is the publisher 


of The American Peoples Encyclo- 
pedia, The Children’s Hour and the 
new young peoples’ reference set, 
Our Wonderful World. 

Frank Milligan, president-elect of 
the Iowa Library Association, was 
elected president of the American 
Association of Library Trustees at 
the Philadelphia convention. He will 
hold office for two years. 

Robert W. Orr, Director of the 
Iowa State College library, at Ames, 
has been elected vice-president and 
president-elect of the Association of 
College and Reference Libraries, a 
division of the American Library 
Association. 

Elsie Schinzel, librarian of the 
Burlington Public Library, and her 
sister spent nine weeks in Europe, 
visiting relatives in Vienna and Ger- 
many and touring Holland and Eng- 
land. 





NEWS FROM IOWA LIBRARIES 


Albia—The board of Trustees held 
Open House at the library Sunday, 
October 2, thus giving the public a 
chance to see the improvements that 
have been made in the library. New 
books and pictures have been added, 
the interior redecorated and the 
grounds landscaped. All add up to 
a very impressive total. 

Alta—Mrs. Eleanor Johnston is 
the new librarian. Stanley Johnson, 
who served during the summer has 
gone to Ames to resume his teach- 
ing in the schools there. Mrs. Arlin 
Obst, who was formerly librarian, 
has moved to Illinois. 

Batavia—Mrs. Alice Neff has been 
named librarian. 

Bayard—Members of the library 
board held Open House Sunday, 
September 11, in the newly decor- 
ated and expanded library. Guests 
included people from Stuart, Scran- 
ton and Jefferson. 

Bettendorf—Bettendorf opened its 
own library on July 12, with Open 
House July 13, when board mem- 
bers and librarian were on hand to 
greet the visitors. 
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Mrs. Anthony Lemonie, formerly 
of the Davenport Extension Depart- 
ment, is librarian. New books, shelv- 
ing lighting and catalog facilities 
have been provided. The library 
will be open to the public 14% hours 
a week. 

Bloomfield—Florence Botts, who 
has served as librarian for 23 years, 
resigned recently to devote her time 
to the high school library. Mrs. Irma 
Sager has been appointed to serve as 
librarian at the public library. 

Bode—Mrs. H. C. Olson has re- 
signed as librarian because of poor 
health. Laila J. Hanson has been ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy. 

Corning—A movie projector and 
screen have been purchased with 
the contributions to the Mamie Ly- 
nam memorial fund, thus realizing 
a dream of Mrs. Lynam who had 
been connected with the library for 
25 years. 

Correctionville—In June the li- 
brary was moved from its quarters 
in the City Hall to a new room in 
the Community Center. The Com- 
munity Center was dedicated during 








the two-day Centennial celebration 
held in July. Many friends and 
neighbors came in to inspect and ad- 
mire the library. 

Greene—The library recently re- 
ceived a bequest of $500 from the 
estate of Lida S. Price, of Santa 
Monica, Calif. The family had own- 
ed a farm south of Greene. They 
moved to California in 1900 where 
Miss Price established a studio after 
studying art in Paris. 

Grinnell — Grinnell College — 
Maude Enochs, who has been cata- 
loger in the college library since 
1928, retired recently. She is suc- 
ceeded by Helen Shipley, cataloger 
at the University of Kansas City li- 
brary since 1946. Her previous ex- 
perience had been in Elmhurst and 
Oak Park, Ill; Greencastle, Ind., and 
Beloit, Wis. 

Indianola—On Wednesday, Sep- 
tember 7, Mrs. Marjorie Henderson 
completed ten years of service to the 
library and resigned her position as 
assistant librarian. She had served 
on the library board previously. Tea 
was served by Ruth Dyer and Mil- 
dred Edwards to friends who 
dropped in informally to say good- 
bye. Mrs. Henderson will continue 
to live in Indianola but will have 
leisure for extended visits to her 
daughter in California and her sis- 
ters in the east. 

Mildred Edwards was appointed 
assistant to Miss Dyer. 

Indianola — Simpson College — 
James G. Towney of Huntsville, 
Ala., is assistant librarian at Simp- 
son College where he will be re- 
sponsible for the reference and 
serials work. He is a native of 
Georgia and has his masters degree 
from Emory University and his mas- 
ters degree in library science from 
Peabody. He comes from Oakland 
College in Huntsville, Ala. 

Independence—Probably the only 
library in the state to have its own 
picture hanging on the wall is Inde- 
pendence. The painting “Portrait of 
a library” is by Robert Tabor, broth- 
er of the former librarian, Neva Ta- 


bor, and she is depicted at the desk. 
The library board voted to have the 
painting done. It was dedicated at 
Open House September 21. 

Le Mars—Westmar College—The 
addition of the books being trans- 
ferred from York College, York, 
Nebr., will bring the number of 
books in the college library to 50,- 
000. 

McGregor—Elizabeth B. Hage, 
librarian of the Scott County Li- 
brary, attended the board meeting 
June 24 and talked about the ele- 
ments of good library service, offer- 
ing suggestions for the improvement 
of local service. 

Mason City—A bronze plaque of 
Mrs. Charles H. MacNider, just in- 
side the front door of the library, 
was unveiled Sunday, September 
18. The inscription on it reads: “May 
Hanford MacNider, 1863-1954, a 
trustee of this library for over 69 
years, a conservationist whose in- 
terest and generosity made these 
library grounds possible.” Mrs. Cur- 
tis Amen, past president of the 
Mason City library board, made the 
presentation. 

Swea City—Mrs. J. A. Sanftner 
has been appointed librarian, suc- 
ceeding Mrs. Jean Anderson, who 
resigned to accept a teaching posi- 
tion in the local schools. 

Victor — The Victor Community 
Library was opened to the public 
September 17. It is a project of the 
Victor Woman’s Club whose mem- 
bers were present serving coffee to 
visitors. 

Waterloo—Mary von Glan return- 
ed to her position as reference 
librarian the first of September. She 
had served from 1947 to 1950 when 
illness at home necessitated her 
resignation. Leona Funk filled the 
position until last fall when she re- 
signed to become librarian of the 
Cedar Falls library. 

West Des Moines — Mrs. Nellie 
Phenix is now assistant librarian, 
succeeding Mrs. Irma Myers. Mrs. 
Phenix retired as elementary prin- 
cipal last spring. 
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